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Are we having fun yet? Good. It’s been fun for me! 
This is the POW-BAM-SOCKO ending to this mini-series. 
\ When Tom Mason first told me Miss Fury was going 
\ to have fully painted covers, I thought “Cool, who?” 


\ 


\| Then they told me Lurene, and that was even cooler. 

N\) Lurene (and Dave) was mostly responsible for hooking 
me up with the Malibu dudes (but that’s a story you'll 
have to read in the intro to Cat & Mouse #1), and I had 
been wanting to somehow work with her. She and 
Dave did a cover for the Silverstorm Collection but it 
never saw print. 

I talked to her a little about the story, sent her a 
script, and saw some of her cover sketches. At this 
point in time I’ve seen all the covers except for this 
issue. All I can say is “Wow,” and “Thanks, Lurene.” 

Just because this is the last issue doesn’t let you off 
the hook for writing letters. You’ve got to drop us a line 
and let us know what you think about the entire series, 
after you’ve had time to reflect... 

So what are you waitin’ on? Start writing! 

Have fun! Roland 


Roland is the writer of Rocket Ranger and Blood of 
Apes @ Planet of the Apes mini-series). Mark them 
‘ down on your list before you forget! 
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DAN CAREY. 
HE WAS THE 


HUSBAND OF 
THE ORIGIN. 
MISS FURY, 
MARLA LR 


4 


CAN'T TELL HIM 
TL THINK IT'S 

«| STEPHANIE, HIS 
gow DAUGHTER ! 


YOU'VE GOT TO TA/NK, 
MARLENE. WHO COULD 
THE O7HER ONE BE 7 


cRAS 
NT TELL 


YOU KNOW, I 
REMEMBER THAT 
IN THEFORTIES, 


OH! I'M NOT 
SUGGESTING SHE'S 
PUTTING THE SUIT 
SON WOW, FOR 
HEAVEN'S SAKE, 
GIRL, SHE'S TOO 
OLB TO DO THAT 
KIND OF THING . 


(YOUR GRANQWOTHER’S NOT 
WEARING THE SUIT, BUT THERE 
1S SOMEONE WHO M/GHT BE. 


BUT, SHE KNOWS}. e a $ 
ALL ABOUT MISS , : 

FURY, WHO SHE 

WAS AND ALL THAT . 


GRANDPA , 
P ARE YOU 
SUGGESTING 
WHAT 
SUSPECT 2 


THAT NIGHT. | 


BOY. DOING ALL | 

THAT YARD WORK i \F I'M GOING 
REALLY GAVE ME - To DO THIS... 
A WORKOUT TODAY. : 


GRANDPA SURE HE'S KINDA 

WANTS ME TO UPSET MOM { 

LEARN ABOUT NEVER DID. 
ALL THAT. 


S..IMIGHTAS 2 
WELL DOIT 2 
> WOW! 


{  WeLL, WELL. 
| FANCY MEETING 
YOU HERE! 


[ 22222 B 
ZARPEMITLS) 


CORRECTION : 
YOU'RE GONNA 
FALL . 


I DON'T MAKE 
THE SAME 
MISTAKE 


I THOUGHT I WAS 
MISS FURY AND 
YOU WERE BLACK 


T DON'T KNOW WHO 
YOU THINK YOU ARE , 
DRESSING UP LIKE ME. 


_ | AND YOU'RE... 
S| MISS FURY 7 


ct 


ISN'T sue a 
est Yo-- 


Hie| 


..WELL , BECAUSE 
IDIDITFARST f 


YEAH, BUT 
IT'LL HURT 
YOU MORE 
THAN ME... 


SO, FINALLY 
DECIDED TO 
WAKE UP 7 


DOES YOURS. 


STILL BLEED? 


OH, COME ON, 

MARLENE, T 

SAW YOU GET | 
SHOT. 


SHUT UP 
ANP DON'T 
MOVE ! 


I FHOUGHT IT 
WAS THAT ONE. 
MAYBE IT'S 7A//S ONE. 


WHAT Do YOU 
it MEAN , 
UHMM... WELL. MARLENE 2 
l THOUGHT 
T SAW: 


JUST WHO 
ARE NOUZ 


COULP : I'M GOING TO 
YOU'RE GET TO THE 
CHOKING-- cs BOTTOM OF 

: . “) THIS... 


--- AND FIND OUT 
AOW YOU KNOW 
WHO ZAM. 


I SHOULD'VE 


WHAT DO YOU THINK YOU'RE 


Z T 
YOU MEAN, “GET SHOT LIKE 
YOU 7" 


I HEARD ‘YOU AND DAD 
TALKING ABOUT MISS 
FURY. L GET TREATED 
LIKE CRAP ALL THI 


T KNEW I COULD Do 
BEEING you soe: 


renal PROVE 
WELL ANVIL ING 


EXCEPT SHOO HOOT ANYBODY 
I ONLY STOLE A FEW-- 


YOU CAN'T EVEN 
ON AGAIN 


(T BE GOOD ENOUGH 
FOR ME JUST TO SAY T 
WON'T DO IT AGAIN 7 
\Z 


THE COMPUTER IS. YOUR:FRIEND! 


PARANOIA 


STAY ALERT! TRUST NO ONE! KEEP YOUR LASER HANDY! 


Welcome To The 
Topsy-Turvy World Of 
Paranoia, Based On 
The Exciting And 
Best-Selling Game! 


What Can One Clone 
Do Against The Alpha 
Complex, A City Run 
By A Mad Computer! 


NINJA 


HIGHSCHOOL | 
Special 30th Issue __ S 


Anniversary! 


Eternity 


A FEW NIGHTS f— I DON'T UNDERSTAND. 
LATER... THIS IS WHERE THE I'VE BEEN 
REAL BLACK FURY HERE FOUR 
HAS BEEN HITTING NIGHTS IN 
FOR WEEKS. 


Ci 
STEPHANIE 
HAVE BEEN 


KNOW, I REALLY vont 
ES I AD SPELLED EVERYT! 
--HAPPENS TO QUT IN PLAIN ENGLISH. IFIPTEEN 
PEOPLE WHO PERCENT OF EVERYTHING ! 
LIE TOME, 
MERRY. 


I CAN'T BELIEVE IT . SHE 
UST AZZLED THAT GUY. 
oO 


oO 
HE 'S ALWAYS 
SEEMED LIKE A 
SHADY KIND OF 
GUY. SOU’ 
LIKE ee REALLY 


ie 


Df | 


COME AND 

TAKE IT, 
THEN . GO AHEAD 
AND RUN. 


I'VE GOT 
THAT FRING | EDM 
HER,ORI WALL 
GET SHOT. 


OVER THER! 


WHAT 7? DIDN'T TONS 
I'D FOLLOW VY. 
wecl GUESS Aenin. 


WE CAN'T BOTH GO AROUND YOU GOTTA GO. 

CALLING OURSELVES MISS 

FURY. SUCHA STUP/D 

NAME ANYWAY . iS ; p) 
TY poesw't MATTER, THIS : ; 


Be TOWN'S NOT aye ENOUG 
sy FOR BOTH OF US EVEN IF 
"| We HAD QUEERENT Pa) 


BECAUSE 
4 C GOT THE 


WHERE'D SRB 
SHE GO? 
Oza 
SHE GANW’T 
JUST 
DISAPPEAR... 


hors 
i 


HIS IS CRAZY. 
CAN'T FIND HER. 
ce 


I CAN'T BELIEVE AMO 
SHE'D RUN FROM 


+OR YOU'D 

STICK AROUND 
YA LOOKIN‘ FRAID OF AND FIGHT. 
FOR ME 7 feel 


L A/M'7T GOTTA BH it'LL ONLY 
4/1GH 7 Nb. TAKE ONE 


cach. Oe 
D> T've EITHER GO 
TO LEARN HOW 


€ TO STICK TO 
WALLS... 


OH, MAN, MY WHOLE I GOT To GETOFF- 
DID THAT (]) BOBY \S THIS THING BEFORE 
HURT. NUMB. THAT PSYCHO 
4 


FOLLOWS ME.) 


I THINK T 


WHAT ? YOU 
STL 


ALLOW ME TO 
HELP. ONE 
BULLET WILL 
TAKE -- HUH 7 


GOT TO GET UP AND 
GET BACK /W/7O THI 

WHAT LUCK. 3 Nes THING. IT'D S 

I THOUGHT L ‘se T NEED FOR HE 

WAS A GONED ’ 


KILL ME. 
FOR SURE. BN 


SF 
THEN L'D GET FOUND 
Q* BY THE POLICE, any. 
THEY'D Ne 
THIMG O!} 


Image Press and Malibu Comics present 


a SE fe et eer ey ere 


; By ROB LIEFELD with Hank Kanalz 


YOUNGBLOOD 
trading cards in 
7 each issue 


ee 


Pai 


UBUCRIPLION 


Le COMIC 


. ey eek [lope 
fil, SElt QIHECU 


V to vour maillbo 


January 
mini-series 


Demonic Toys 
(full color) 

4 issues (complete set) 
$10.00 


Eliminator 
3 issues (complete set) 
$7.50 


Robotech: Genesis 
(full color) - 7 issues 
(complete set includes 
limited collector's edition 
#1 and new trading cards) 
$23.65 


February 
mini-series 


Youngblood By 
Rob Liefeld 

(full color) 

3 issues (complete set) 
$7.50 


Roger Wilco 

(full color) 

Based on the 

computer game! 

3 issues (complete set) 
9.00 


Torg 
Based on the role- 


playing game! 


- 4 issues (complete set) 


$10.00 


Ninja High School 
6 issues (beginning with 
the most recent issue) 
$15.00 


Robotech Il: 
Sentinels 

6 issues (beginning with 
the most recent issue) 


$15.00 


Subscriptions are not necessarily per month, but per issue. Please add 25% for Canadian orders and 


WHAT'S THE 
MATTER 7 CAT 
GOT YOUR 
TONGUE 7 
\F YOU NS jut 
JUST GONNA 


YOU GET AWAY. 
THINK AGAIN’. 


{ I FIGURED You WERE 
7 USING A GUN CAUSE 
YOU WERE SCARED 

OF ME... 


WE'RE ON EVEN 
GROUND NOW, I'M 
GONNA TAKE you 


4 TOTHE POLICE... 


4 ...BUT FIRST I'M 
GONNA WHIP THE 
STEW OUT OF YOU! 


I'LL STRANGLE 


THANKS 
FOR THE 
WARNING ! 


OOPS. SORRY. 

DIDN'T MEAN TO 

STEP ON YOUR 
THROAT . 


WHO'S DOING 
THE STRANGLING, 
HUH 7 


| YOU'RE A C 
BLOODED RULER 
Ne DESE 


To BE toeees 
AWAY FOR GOO?! 


aaah 


THE POLICE 
WERE PRETTY 
FAST TO REACT. 


GCOP THING 
THAT OLD MAN 


FIND THAT THIS 
WOMAN IS 
RESPONSIBLE 
FOR ALL THE 
CRIMES COMMIT- 


OFFICERS, T 
THINK You'LL 


WAS WATCH- 
TED AS MISS 


BENS MaKe POSTER. 
PY THe CALL . - 


Ae 


T AM THE 
REAL 
MISS FURY ! 


WATCH HOW 
YOU SAY "OLD." 


IT'S REALLY WEIRD. 
THIS PARALLELS 
WHAT HAPPENED IN 
THE 1940's ALMOST 
TOA "T." ONLY Z 
WAS IN CHARGE 
THEN. AA / 


vuuuwlhhhhh 


PULL HER MASK fF 
OFF, SEE WHO 
SHE |S. 


THANK GOD ! I WAS IF MITCHELL OVER 
WRONG . IT'S WOT “yj THERE IS RIGHT, 
STEPHANIE . : THIS CITY MAY 
\| JUST HAVE A NEW 
NIGHTOF THE \ PROTECTOR. A 
FIRST REPORTED VIGILANTE 
MISS FURY Z PROTECTOR, BUT 
WHAT THE HELL, 
En EE HUH 7 WORKED 
AIN'T OUR e IN YOUR TIME ! 
UDICIAL . 


MAKE SURE YOU GET A IT'S SCARY, BUT 

GOOP SHOT OF HER... : I THINK I COULD 

OKAY , THAT'S ENOUGH. E : GET YSED TO THIS. 
ER HERE NOW. (4 3 


REPORTING. THE 
MISS FURY 
UESTION) HAS 


AVE. 
HAAG FURY UP. 


HATE B 
I WILL ANYWAY, YOU'LL 
RECALL THAT IT WAS 


TEND TO REPEAT ITSELF 7 

IT WAS MY G40 - 

FATHER te 

THE SAME THIN 1s 

TIME. AH, THE MITCHELL 
TRADIT 


ION ... 


WHAT A HAM. 
T SAY THEY JUST 
MADE THIS 
2 \\MISS FURY 
\\ STUFF UP. 


WHAT DO 
THINK Al 
(T, MARLENE 7 


ZG 


% 
% 


WHAT Lies 


Ae 
FOR MISS FURY 7 


IS THERE SOME- 
THING YOU'D 
LIKE TO FELL 
ME ABOUT 7 


UHM...WHY... 


| NO, DEAR... 
|} SHOUCD THERE 
A OBE...7 


* MISS FURY MAILBOX 5 
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5321 Sterling 
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Sadly, this is the last issue of 
the Miss Fury mini-series. We're 
all talking about reviving the 
character yet again in '92, but 
so far that's all we're doing. 
about it. 

Thanks to all of you who 
have so kindly written in-a lot 
of you can see that your 
guesses as to "who's who" 
during the series were com- 
pletely off. Although, to be 
so some of you did hit it dead 


aoe you at the end of the 
column. 


Dear Tom, 

| just finished Miss Fury #2 
and, while | missed the first 
issue entirely, | think I've 
managed to piece things 
together for the most part. 

Having multiple Miss Furies 
(or multiple anythings for that 
matter) is an interesting move 
on the part of writer Roland ~ 
Mann. | have no problems with 
story device provided the 
characterization is done well 
enough to always allow the 
teader to know who's who via 
established behavioral patterns. 
| won't be able to really 
formulate an opinion on this 
score until I've read the next 
issue. So far, however, | really 
enjoyed “Black Fury.” 

Lurene Haines’ cover was _ 
wonderful. 

And, for the most part, the 
interior visuals were also fairly 
nice. My only complaint was 
the general sameness of 
characters’ faces and the - 
similar breast size of all the 
female characters. C'mon, 
guys, not every woman has a 
large breast size any more than 
you have the same size and/or 
length of penis. 

Olivia Y. Rice 

Nashville, TN 


Thanks for writing, Olivia, but 


now that the series is over, I'll 
be expecting a finial commen- 
tary. Particularly comments you 
might have about this issue's 
cover by Lurene Haines. 


Hey Tom, 

Re: Miss Fury #2: What a 
great cover. Lurene really out 
did herself on this particular 
effort. Did she provide her own 
hues or were they handled by 
another colorist? Regardless, | 
think it would be a wise move 
on the part of Adventure 
Comics to release the cover as 
a signed and numbered limited 
edition print. | would gladly 
purchase one. 

“Black Fury” was a very 
well conceived and executed 
(no pun intended) entry into 
the ongoing legend of Miss 
Fury. Roland has now put all his 
players into motion and I'm 
more than a little stumped at 
what he has planned for these 
women, and this character. But 
I'm willing to wager he has 
something up his creative 
sleeve. Something very 
nteresting. 

As far as the visuals are 
concerned, I’m pleased that 
Mitch has started to experi- 
ment with Duotone. His work is 
pretty nice, anyway, but his use 
of subtle shading technique 
really helped to enhance this 
stuff. Particularly on pages 6 
and 20. 

Lookin’ forward to next 
issue. 

Uncle Elvis 

Dawson Springs, KY 


Glad you liked Lurene's cover. 
She did the whole thing from 
start to finish so sole credit is 
hers. 

Credit for the Duo-shade 
has to go to inker Page Groh- 
he puts down the Duo-shade 
chemicals on the special paper 
during the inking process. 


Dear Roland, Mitch and Crew: 

After only two issues of 
the new Miss Fury, | can say 
with assurance that this four- 
issue limited series is not going 
to be enough. 

You have been deftly 
effective in linking the present 
with the past in this tale that 
spans three generations. And 
the blend of action, mystery 
and humanness gives the title 
depth and color. 

| like this story and its 
characters. | hope you'll 
consider a new ongoing title. 

Warmest regards, 

Jan C. Childress 

Brooklyn, NY 
P.S. Another eye-popping 
cover, too! 


Mr. Mason, 

Miss Fury #2. Yes, this is a 
good book with fantastic art 
and story, but now | have the 
biggest art question of them 
all: Why a four part mini? 
Please make this an ongoing 
series. It deserves it. Also, 
whatever you do, keep Roland 
Mann writing and Mitch Byrd 
pencilling because they're the 
reason the book is so good. 
They can really tell a story. One 
more thing, no colorist credit 
this time. How about not 
keeping me in suspense any 
longer? It was a great job. | 
know | don’t have to tell you 
this, but keep up the work. 

Take care 

Bob Gray 

Belle Vernon, PA 


Coloring credit got to Joseph 
Allen who picks the various 
tones and shades. His color 
guides are then sent over to a 
computer coloring firm where 
an operator takes the guides 
and transforms them into what 
you see on the printed page. 
—-Tom Mason 
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AVENGER 

#1,3, 5-8 $2.500a 
TWO THOUSAND 
MANIACS 

#1-3 $3.000a 


VAMPYRES 
#1, 3-4 $2.500a 


VERDICT 
#1-4 $1.000ea 


WARLOCKS 

#1 $3.00 
#2-10,12 $2.500a 
WAR OF THE 
WORLDS. 


#1-3, 5, 6 $2.500a 


WILD KNIGHTS 
#2, 4-10 $2.50 ea 


3-D COMICS 
WITH 


GLASSES 


CAT TALES: 
FELIX THE CAT 
3D $3.00 


DINOSAURS 
FOR HIRE 3D #1 
$3.00 


1 LOVE LUCY3-D 
#1 $3.00 


PETER RABBIT 
&D #1 $3.00 


make checks payable to: MALIBU GRAPHIC PUBLISHING GROUP 5321 Sterling Center Dr., 
Westlake Village, CA 91361-4613. Call or FAX in your order! Phone (818) 889-9800 FAX (818) 
889-6800. Write to us if you'd like a catalog of our adult comics and state your age. 


THREE 
STOOGES 3-D #1 
$5.00 


FULL COLOR 
POSTERS 


ROBOTECH Il: 


THE SENTINELS 
POSTER $6.95 


ROBOTECH Il: 
‘THE SENTINELS 


WEARIN' N" 
‘TEARIN’ $11.00 


NINJA HIGH 
SCHOOL VOL 1 
(Issues #1-4) 
$11.00, VOL2 


MALIBU HOTLINE 


JANUARY 1992 ¢ ADVENTURE « AIRCEL ¢ ETERNITY « PLATINUM 


ROBOTECH: GENESIS 


Adventure 
Releases 

- Extreme: The Art Of 
Rob (X-Force) Liefeld 
With Trading Cards! 
If you said “Rob who?” 
then you've been living 
under a rock! Rob 
Liefeld is one of the 
hottest artists in the 
industry! His work on 
Marvel Comics’ X-Force 
has made him an 
absolute phenomena 
and demand is 
increasing for his earlier 
work for both majors 
and independents. 
Now, Rob Liefeld, 
creator of X-Force, has 
signed with Malibu to 
launch his brand new- 
full color super-hero 
team: Youngblood To 
kick-off this new 
generation of super- 
heroes (due out in 
February), Rob and 
Adventure Comics are 
pleased to announce 
Extreme: The Art Of 
Rob (X-Force) Liefeld! 
Included in this already 
historical title is a four- 
page preview of 
Liefeld’s new super- 
hero team: 
Youngblood; two cards 
from the limited edition 
six-card Youngblood 
trading card set; an 
eight-page color 
section; a complete 
Liefeld checklist of all 
DC, Marvel and 
independent comics 
work; an exclusive 
interview with Rob 
Liefeld himself and a 
foil embossed cover! 


Eternity 
Releases 

+ Demonic Toys #1 
In Full Color 

it's time to play with... 
Demonic Toys! What 
these dolls do with a 
knife makes Chucky's 
slash and tear 


Robotech: Genesis: The Legend Of Zor is copyright © 
1991 by Harmony Gold U.S.A. Inc., 
Robotech is a trademark owned and licensed by 
Harmony Gold U.S.A. Inc. 


technique look like real 
Child’s Play! Stuffed to 
the hilt and mad as hell, 
seven renegade toys 
from the Arcadia Toy 
Company have gone on 
a major killing spree, 
led by their maniacal 
leader, and they're not 
playing around! What 
could be more horrify- 
ing than being attacked 
by a Teddy Bear, Baby 
Oopsy Daisy, a stuffed 
pink Elephant and a 
cuddly Bunny?! This 
wild parable of pesky 
playthings is penned by 
none other than Doug 
Campbell and 
illustrated by the 


dynamic duo of J.H. 
Williams and Larry 
Welch. The painted 
cover to this premiere 
issue is by Jeff 
Remmer. And for you 
readers smart enough 
to pick up the January 
Malibu Sun, there's an 
extra special something 
inside just for you: a 
four-page, full color 
Demonic Toys short 
story! It’s the only place 
you can read it, so start 
bugging your local 


retailer for your free 
copy of The Malibu 
Sun right now! 


* Robotech: Genesis 
#1 In Full Color! 

Can it be? Yes itis! The 
first full color Robotech 
series in over three 
years! This original 
mini-series, written and 
illustrated by 
sensational Sentinels 
artists John Waltrip & 
Jason Waltrip, probes 
into the beginnings of 
one of the most popular 
animated and comic 
book series ever! The 
young Zor, father of 
Robotechnology, 
leaves the safety of his 
home planet of Tirol to 
journey into the 
unknown universe. 
Little does he realize, 
destiny awaits him! 
Meanwhile, back on 
Tirol, a coup occurs, 
and the new military 
government sets forth 
to the stars seeking 
conquest. In addition to 
full color Waltrip art, 
each issue of this six 
issue series contains 
two trading cards for 
Robotech: Genesis! Be 
on the lookout for the 
Limited Collector's 
Edition, too! It’s got an 
additional eight pages, 
a foil-embossed cover, 
a limited, sequentially 
numbered print run and 
two trading cards that 
you won't be able to get 
in the regular Robotech: 
Genesis issues! Don't 
miss out on this 
spectacular full color 
series that Robotech 
fans have been 
clamoring to see! 


Retailer Of The Month: Rory Root at 
Comic Relief in Berkeley, CA 


All right! A California boy! 


PART ONE: IN THE BEGINNING 
Veteran newspaper cartoonist 
Coulton Waugh wrote about 
comic books in 1947 that “it 
doesn’t seem possible that 
anything so raw, so purely ugly, 
should be so important. Comic 
books are ugly; it is hard to find 
anything to admire about their 
appearance. The paper-—it's like 
using sand in cooking. And the 
drawing: it’s true that these artists 
are capable in a certain sense; the 
figures are usually well located in 
depth, the get across action...But 
there is a soulless emptiness to 
them, an outrageous vulgarity; 
and if you do find some that 
seem, at least funny and gay, 
there’s the color...which screams, 
shrieks with the strongest 
discord...yet the people who 
object to these things are always 
adults. While they are busy 
frowning, the kids are busy 
reading the comic books.” 

Waugh, like most newspaper 
cartoonists, regarded the early 
comic books as merely a bastard- 
ized version of the more respect- 
able newspaper strips and, in fact, 
the earliest comic books were 
merely reprints of popular strips of 
the time. 

Richard Outcault’s “Yellow 
Kid,” arguably the first American 
continuing comic character in a 
newspaper, debuted in 1896 and 
was so popular that a collection of 
his comic appearances were 
collected in a magazine the 
following year. It was the first 
published collection of an 
American comic strip and within a 
dozen years over seventy 
hardcover collections of newspa- 
per strips were released. These 
collections featured such cartoon 
stars as Buster Brown and Little 
Nemo. 

In 1911, the promotion 
manager of the Chicago Ameri- 
can, Calvin Harris, thought it 
would be a great circulation stunt 
to offer a book of “Mutt and Jeff” 
strip reprints to the public for six 
coupons plus a few cents 
additional charge. He ordered 
10,000 copies and was promptly 
fired shortly before the final 
coupon appeared in print. When 
over 450,000 orders came in 
almost immediately and the 
newspaper found it had made a 
profit of approximately $6,000, 


Harris was rehired at a higher 
salary. 

Yet this indication of the 
public’s desire for books of 
comics didn’t spark any major 
action from any publisher. For the 
next two decades, a variety of 
publications experimented with 
different formats and packaging. 

In 1917, Saalfield issued the 
first publication to call itself a 
“comic book.” In 1922, Embee 
Publishing issued a monthly 
publication called appropriately 
enough Comic Monthly, with each 
issue reprinting a different 
newspaper strip. It lasted for 
twelve issues and sold for ten 
cents a copy. 

In 1929, George Delacorte of 
Dell Publishing took a bold move 
and released a newsstand 
publication called The Funnies. 
The previous books had all been 
reprints of newspaper strips but 
this publication featured comics 
that were written and drawn 
especially for it. But it did not look 
like a comic book; it was the size 
of a newspaper tabloid. Some felt 
cheated that the rest of the 
newspaper was apparently 
missing and The Funnies died after 
only thirteen issues. 

However, it had been printed 
by Eastern Color Printing Com- 
pany and it made an impression 
on three men who worked for the 
company. Harry Wildenberg, 
George Janosik and Max C. 
Gaines (the father of MAD’s 
William Gaines) hit upon the idea 
of folding over the tabloid pages 
so that they became the now 
traditional comic book size of 
approximately eight by eleven 
inches. They made arrangements 
to reprint newspaper strips like 
“Joe Palooka” and “Hairbreadth 
Harry” in a comic book. 

Learning from the success of 
the earlier “Mutt and Jeff” 
promotion, they convinced 
Proctor and Gamble to offer the 


new publication to their custom- 
ers who sent in coupons from 
their soap products. Funnies On 
Parade was released in 1933 and 
it is considered the first modern 
comic book. Its 10,000 copy print 
run quickly disappeared prompt- 
ing Eastern Color to issue two 
more promotional comic books of 
strip reprints, Famous Funnies and 
A Century Of Comics. 

Gaines had successfully 
experimented taking a few issues 
and sticking a ten cent price tag 
on them to sell on newsstands. 
With the involvement of George 
Delacorte a sample issue was 
prepared and sold 35,000 copies 
through big chain department 
stores. Perhaps remembering his 
earlier failure with The Funnies, 
Delacorte let his option lapse and 
Eastern Color went on to publish 
the first issue of Famous Funnies 
(Series 2) in May, 1934 and within 
months the new monthly news- 
stand comic book of full color 
funny reprints began showing a 
profit. 

Major Malcolm Wheeler- 
Nicholson (of what was to 
become National Periodical 
Publications—and later, DC 
Comics) saw the success of 
Famous Funnies and issued his 
own comic tabloid called New 
Fun in 1935 which featured all 
original comics, not reprints. New 
Fun eventually evolved into More 
Fun and adopted the same size 
package as Famous Funnies. 

By 1936, the flood had 
begun with Delacorte publishing 
Popular Comics (News-Tribune 
strips) and The Funnies (NEA 
strips); United Features reprinting 
its strips in Tip Top Comics and 
King Features through the McCay 
Company doing King Comics. 
Even Wheeler-Nicholson’s ex- 
business manager started his own 
comic book company to publish 
new material. 

The comic book had finally 
been born but an event was to 
take place in about a year and a 
half that would change comic 
books forever. 


Jim Korkis is a comics historian and 
author of several books. Com- 
ments should be directed to The 
History Of Comic Books, Malibu 
Graphics, 5321 Sterling Center 
Drive, Westlake Village, CA 91361. 


THE HISTORY OF COMIC BOOKS is copyright © 1992 Jim Korkis. All rights reserved. 


MALIBU 
GRAPHICS 
PUBLISHING 
GROUP 


Adventure Comics 
Aircel Comics 
Eternity Comics 
Platinum Editions 


MR. BUG MR.WOOD 
SCANS EDITS 


MEN IN BLACK 


We Are The Men In Black... 
Scanning Books From Front To Back! 


“The difference is..WE make this shit look GOOD...” 


